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Dear Dr. MeGonnell: 


I am a doctoral candidate in History at the University of Utah. 
wy field of interest is the history of science, and I am writ- 
ing my dissertation on the development of the cehavioral sci- 
ences during the twentieth century. 


This dissertation aspires to be more than a mere collection of 
facts. In it I am attempting to analyse the factors in society 
at large that tend to promote vigorous development in a given 
area of science, and especially I am attempting to shed light 
on the way in which progress in a rarticular field of research 
influences public attitudes toward that field in such a man- 
ner as to further accelerate its development, as through re- 
search grants, increased interest on the part of students, and 
so forth. I have selected the behavioral sciences for study 
because I believe that they illustrate particularly well my 
hypotheses concerning the interaction of science and society. 


I have now prepared an initial varsion of the dissertation, 
but expect to revise it heavily before putting it into final 
form. Before completing the revisions, I am asking several 
distincuished researchers in the tehavioral sciences for their 
comments on.the paver. It is for this purpose that I am send- 
ing you herewith a copy of my dissertation in its preliminary 
form. 


Since this dissertation is very long and detailed, I realize 
that you may not have time to read it in its entirety, but I 
would appreciate 1t very much if you could at least look over 
Chapters 11 and 12, the chapters most closely related to your 
own field of research, and give me your comments and any cor- 
rections you may have. Particularly I would like to know your 
reaction to the idea outlined in the last three paragraphs of 
Chapter 12. Of course, any comments that you might care to 
make on any other part of the dissertation would also be most 
welcome. 


I thank vou in advance for your kind assistance. 


Very truly yours, 


Raloh C. Kloppenburg 
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